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What is it? 
National Ecological Observatory Network 



NEON 



Role of NRCS SSD  

• NRCS was contracted by ARS to provide soils 

info and expertise 

• On-Site observations and Lab Sampling to 

document soil variability 



What’s Involved? 

• Sites are reviewed and plots selected that have 

the potential to display the variability of the soil 

conditions 
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Sites assigned to the Region 3  
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Smithsonian Environmental Research Center 

Lajas Experimental Station 

Guanica 
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• Once our list of selected sites are approved, plans 

are made to sample each plot (logistics) 

• Meeting with Domain Manager 

 



• Site orientation and sample 

location is determined  

 

 

• Plots are sampled via a 1m x 1m x 

1m hand dug pit 



• Pits are described and sampled 

to KSSL standards 

• Samples are collected and sent to 

KSSL  



What we’ve learned 
Need to meet with Domain manager on site 

Logistics is key and one of the biggest challenges 

4 person teams, except when dodging rain storms, is best. 

Backpacks and radios are great! 

You cannot over plan! 

You must be able to adapt 



NEON schedule for Region 3 

• SERC (Smithsonian Ecological Research Center) near 

Annapolis Maryland – Completed April, 2016 

 

• Lajas Experimental Station – Late Summer to Fall of 2016 

 

• Guanica Dry Forest - 2017 
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Any Questions? 


